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A personal statement

It is now time to start to co work for the great future of the EFS. I believe there is a great value in bringing together the expertise, experiences, ideas, and perspectives of sexuality professionals from different countries throughout Europe. Together we can work more effectively to promote sexual knowledge, sexual equality, sexual rights and sexual health. I would be honored if I could contribute to these efforts with the member associations of the EFS.

In my opinion the EFS executive committee should be considerably more active in contacts and communications with the member associations. Associations have a lot of potential and motivation to help EFS to build up a strong European organization that can promote higher professional standards and professional status for all of our members in clinical sexology, sexual counseling and sex education. This potential has not so far been utilized. 

In realization and promotion of the aims of the EFS we need visions, knowledge, experience, active communication and high motivation. I am ready to place my resources in these issues into the service of the EFS. I have been active in sex research and in the sexological organizations over the past 20 years. Since my dissertation in sexology in 1991 I have been active in a number of European expert groups including national sex surveys and qualitative methods in research on sexual conduct. In last years, I have been able to implement this knowledge to my reports as a consultant of Council of Europe in sexual and reproductive health issues. Lately I have studied with other members of the Euro-Sexo study group professional activities and identities among the professionals in the field of sexology in Europe.  

Since 1998 I have collaborated very actively with my colleagues in six member countries of the Nordic Association for Clinical Sexology (NACS).  We have been able to establish a common Nordic training program for sexologists as well as authorization standards for them. At the moment, I continue this collaboration as a chair of the Nordic committee that creates a training program and authorization standards for sex educators, trainers and sexual scientists. 

I believe that we can together create a great joint initiative for sexological training programs in Europe with corresponding European certificates. They should include all relevant professions who have professional interests in sexology, sexual health, sexuality education and sexual science. 

